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MUELLER REPORT 


NO COLLUSION; 
OBSTRUCTION 


NOT SO CLEAR 


DOJ will not prosecute even though probe ‘does not exonerate’ Trump 
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With the White House in the background, Special Counsel Robert Mueller walks to St. John’s Episcopal Church for Sunday morning serv- 
ices. Mueller closed his long and contentious Russia investigation with no new charges. Cliff Owen, Associated Press 
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The Justice Department declared Sun- 
day that special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
long investigation did not find evidence that 
President Donald Trump’s campaign “con- 
spired or coordinated” with Russia to influ- 
ence the 2016 presidential election, setting 
off celebrations of vindication by Trump and 
his supporters. Mueller also investigated 
whether Trump obstructed justice but did 
not come to a definitive answer. 

In a four-page letter to Congress, Attor- 
ney General William Barr quoted Mueller’s 
report as stating it “does not exonerate” the 
president on obstruction. Instead, Barr said, 
it “sets out evidence on both sides of the 
question.” 

Trump, in Florida, said the report proved 
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“there was no collusion” as he has contended 
for many months. He also claimed it showed 
there was no obstruction and said it was a 
shame that he and the nation had to suffer 
through “an illegal takedown that failed.” 
Barr released his summary of Mueller’s 
report Sunday afternoon. Mueller wrapped 
up his investigation on Friday with no new 
indictments, bringing to a close a probe that 
has shadowed Trump for nearly two years. 
But the broader fight is not over. 
Congress’ top Democrats, Chuck Schumer 
of New York in the Senate and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, put out a statement saying 
Barr’s letter raises as many questions as it 
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Writing to Congress, Attor- 
ney General William Barr 
quoted Mueller’s report, say- 
ing it “does not exonerate” 
the president on obstruction 
but “sets out evidence on 
both sides of the question.” 
Sait Serkan Gurbuz, AP 


FBI: Mob suspect bragged on tape about crime 


Alex Napoliello For The Star-Ledger 


What’s a sure-fire way for a mobster to 
earn a trip to the can? An associate wearing a 
wire and taping your conversations. 

Joseph Servidio, a South Jersey resident 
who authorities say is a drug dealer and 
made member of the Philadelphia Cosa Nos- 
tra, knew this to be true and offered the fol- 
lowing advice: 

“Eighty percent of eyewitnesses got the 
wrong person. Eighty percent. They look 
like the person ... so without any corroborat- 
ing evidence, you can even beat that,” Servi- 
dio can be heard saying on tape, according to 
court documents. “The things you can’t beat 
are the tapes ... with you saying it.” 

Servidio said this to another made manin 
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the Philly mob, who was wearing a wire and 
taping their conversations. 

Referred to in court documents as CS-1, 
the confidential informant started feeding 
information to the FBI in 2015 and would go 
on to record at least a dozen conversations 
with Servidio. 

Servidio was charged last year with sell- 
ing large quantities of methamphetamine, 
heroin laced with fentanyl and other drugs 
in a federal indictment unsealed in U.S. 
District Court in Camden. Servidio, 59, and 
the U.S. attorney’s office have until the end 
of March to hammer out a plea deal or the 
case will go to trial, defense attorney Marco 
Laracca said. 
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Servidio, who has pleaded not guilty, is 
inthe Monmouth County jail, held there on 
behalf of the U.S. Marshals Service. 

Laracca says his client exaggerated 
during several of the conversations. 

“It is apparent that there is a distinction 
to be made between evidence of criminal- 
ity vs. criminal braggadocio and embel- 
lishment,” Laracca said in a statement to 
NJ Advance Media. 

The indictment also names two other 
New Jersey residents, Carl Chianese of 
Point Pleasant and Michael Gallicchio of 
Garfield. 
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Legal 
pot’s fate 
unclear as 
vote looms 


Supporters appear to be 
3 votes shy in Senate 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey could finally move just one 
step away from legalizing marijuana today. 

Or we may end up with months more of 
waiting. 

After a year and a half of debate and 
delays, both houses of the state Legislature 
are scheduled to vote on a bill that would 
legalize, tax and regulate recreational mar- 
ijuana for adults 21 and older in the Garden 
State. 

If the legislation passes at the Statehouse 
in Trenton, Gov. Phil Murphy — who prom- 
ised legal pot during his election campaign 
— needs only to sign it into law for New Jer- 
sey to become the 11th U.S. state to legalize 
weed. It would be just the second state to do 
so legislatively, rather than through a pub- 
lic voter referendum. 

But whether the vote actually happens 
today is still unclear. 

Murphy and his fellow Democratic state 
leaders have spent the last week trying to 
wrangle enough votes for the Democrat- 
ic-sponsored measure to pass the Demo- 
cratic-controlled Legislature. 

But it’s uncertain whether they’ve gath- 
ered the 21 votes they need in the state Sen- 
ate and the 41 they need in the state Assem- 
bly. 

Three top legislative sources say not 
much has changed over the weekend. It’s 
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Remembering 


Sarah Stern on 
her birthday 


Alex Napoliello For The Star-Ledger 


Sarah Stern would have turned 22 on 
Sunday. 

The budding artist and beloved Nep- 
tune City teenager’s life was cut short at 19 
by one of her best friends, Liam McAtasney. 

McAtasney, 21, was convicted of mur- 
der and other charges in Stern’s death last 
month after a monthlong trial in Mon- 
mouth County Superior Court. He’s fac- 
ing life in prison without the possibility of 
parole when he’s sentenced on May 24. 

But on Sunday, Sarah’s father, Michael, 
along with her close friends and cousins, 
put all that behind them to celebrate her 
birthday. They returned to the spot where 
McAtasney and Sarah’s junior prom date, 
Preston Taylor, tossed her body from the 
Route 35 bridge into the chilling Shark 
River on Dec. 2, 2016. Her body was never 
found. 

Michael Stern and his girlfriend, Chris- 
tine Eckert, tied Mylar balloons and bou- 
quets of flowers alongside an enclosed year- 
book picture of Sarah at the top of the Route 
35 bridge in Belmar. A string of purple lilies 
was wrapped around the thick silver guard- 
rail of the bridge. A ceramic angel sits on 
top of the photo. 
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